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Brown's Spring, located at the base of
Sand Mountain, was a major landmark
used by the Federal Army in the
occupation of Dade County in September
1863. One of the logistical problems of
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the campaign was to make sure that all
camp sites had an adequate source of
water both for the men and for the large
number of draft animals connected with
the supply trains. Brown's Spring was
shown on existing maps and it was
believed to be sufficient in flow to meet
the needs of a large group.

Two of General George Thomas' 14th
Army Corps divisions crossed over the
rugged slopes of Sand Mountain and
came down to Brown's Spring. "General
Negley (Second Division) was unable to
get his trains all up to-day, but will do so

tomorrow, and make Brown's Spring
tomorrow night," Thomas reported to
General James Garfield, the Chief of
Staff, on September 3, 1863. On the same
day, the general discussed the situation in
his correspondence with General Negley:
"This route will take you by Brown's
Spring, where you had better encamp
until I can overtake you.”

The following day, September 4,
Thomas informed General Garfield:
"The First Division (Baird) is in camp
this side of the river opposite Bridgeport,
to-night. It will follow Negley's division,
and will reach the foot of the mountain at
Brown's Spring Sunday night. Negley's
division will be at Brown's Spring to-

night."

General James S.
Negley, commander
of the second division
in the 14th Army
Corps, reported his
position on September
4th: "Marched the
command forward 3
p.m. arrived at
Brown's Spring at the
foot of the mountain.
Found a small spring
at this point, which
after being excavated
and dammed up,
afforded sufficient
water for my command. By 8 p.m. my
entire train was parked at foot of the
mountain except 8 wagons of supplies,
which were left [on the other side of the
mountain] at Moore's Spring.”

General George Thomas reported
"Headquarters of the corps still at
Brown's Spring on September 7th.”
While the army was camped around
Brown's Spring they captured a number
of Confederate soldiers who had been
attempting to visit their families in the
area. These were men who had been
paroled after they were captured at
Vicksburg. They had thought it possible
to make a visit home before rejoining
their commands, not knowing that Dade
County had also been occupied. Several
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of them spent the rest of the war in prison,
and a few died there.

General Philip Sheridan also led his
division from the 20th Army Corps over
Sand Mountain by this same route. For a
few days all the available space around
Brown's Spring was taken up by camp
sites.  General Negley sent out
reconnaissance patrols to explore the
area. They found that adequate water
could be found at Cureton's Mill and on
Hurricane Creek near the foot of Lookout
Mountain. The men eventually moved
on down the valley to Johnson's Crook
for the crossing of Lookout Mountain.
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