THE XZANDERS G. McFARLAND HOUSE
And McFARLAND GAP
CHICKAMAUGA CAMPAIGN HERITAGE TRAIL
Mr. Xzanders Gordon McFarland of
Walker County (Rossville Georgia) was a
slave holder. So when the Civil War took
his two oldest sons into the army, he

gathered his slaves, his four teenage
daughters and his stock and went to South
Georgia for safety. His wife Lucy Ann
McFarland being the staunch Presbyterian
that she was would not leave her home. She
had an old sick enslaved African and three
small sons in the home. So when the
soldiers came they told her that she would

have to leave as they were going to burn her
home. She told them that she had no place
to go and they would just have to burn it.
The soldiers went away then returned
telling her that she would have to use part
of her home for a hospital and nurse the
men of both armies. This she did, thus
saving the lives of those that were with her.
Her oldest son was killed in the Battle of
Missionary Ridge; the second was
wounded during the war. After the War
ended her husband, daughters and second
son returned home. Xzanders Gordon, his
wife, four daughters, and the son, Chappel
Montgomery McFarland, who was killed
in the Battle of Missionary Ridge, and
other members of the family are buried in
the McFarland Cemetery near the home.

Following
their defeat on
the battlefield,
most of the
F e d e r a l
soldiers had
calmed by the
time they got
t h r o u g h
McFarland
Gap around
3:00 p.m., and
were able to
rest in the
fields on
Xzanders G. McFarland's farm. "I
immediately took the Seventy-eighth
Pennsylvania Volunteers and marched to
the mouth of the gap, 2 miles from
Rossville," General James Negley
reported, "the first open ground where the
troops could be collected and reorganized.
I found Colonel Parkhurst here, with the
Ninth Michigan Volunteers, energetically
checking stragglers. He informed me that
General Crittenden had passed some hours
before, and had ordered him, with all the
troops, to fall back to Chattanooga.”
At approximately 4:00 p.m., Generals
Negley, Davis and Sheridan, joined by
Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur Ducat, aide-decamp to General Rosecrans, held a meeting
at the McFarland house to discuss a plan of
action for the rest of the day. Conflicting

accounts make it difficult to determine the
results of the ensuing "heated discussion."
A contemporary account by Alfred L.
Hough, a member of Negley's staff,
reported that the officers "could come to no
agreement for common action." Some of
those present wanted to take their men back
to the battlefield to reinforce the troops at
Horseshoe Ridge under General George H.
Thomas. None, however, were able to do
so. It was determined to be advisable to
proceed to Rossville, to prevent the enemy
from obtaining possession of the
crossroads. From there General Sheridan
would move to the support of General
Thomas, via LaFayette road. The column
reached Rossville at dark.
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